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Now available in paperbackWinner of the 2007 American Authors Association Golden Quill

AwardWinner of the 2007 Military Writers Society of America Founder's AwardIn Iraq, the front lines

are everywhere - and everywhere in Iraq, no matter what their job descriptions say, women in the

U.S. military are fighting--more than 155,000 of them. A critical and commercial success in

hardcover, Band of Sisters presents a dozen groundbreaking and often heart-wrenching stories of

American women in combat in Iraq, such as the U.S.'s first female pilot to be shot down and survive,

the military's first black female pilot in combat, a young turret gunner defending convoys, and a

nurse struggling to save lives, including her own.
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Wow! This is a tear jerker for everyone! Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine (mostly Marine) - all can

find someone here. Pilot, driver, nurse, etc.If you want to know what it's really like over there (and

take it from me!), read Band of Sisters.OK, I wasn't really there - I was in Afghanistan instead but I

still could identify with all but the fliers in this book. The weather was the same, the jobs are the

same, women soldiers 'inspected' the Iraqi/Afghanistan women because the US military men were

not permitted to, etc.The language and words used were simple, curt and to the point - just like in

the military. Very few compound sentences and even fewer complex sentences. You really felt as if

you were there. Black and white. (Actually, beige, but, I digress.)The chapters were well-written to

keep you in suspense even though you knew how each chapter would end. If you read the last few

paragraphs of a chapter like I did, you still will be riveted by the story from the beginning.One thing



did strike me, though. Each woman had something to prove and I have not found that to be so in my

25 years in the military, even being deployed.The cover photo of Marines shows exactly what the

sand was like. I now know how to explain it to friends - I'll show them this book. (Someone once told

me to say it was like moon dust, but since I have never been on the moon and neither have my

friends and family in the States, I didn't like that analogy. I used 'powdered sugar' instead.)I actually

thought the author had served in the 'sandbox,' it was all so real. However, I believe her MA was in

creative non-fiction (now, what is that?) She obviously has a world of respect for military women.
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